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Loveiace Clinic Foundation
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Albuquerque, NM 87106

Dear Dr. Gunter:

In order to position New Mexico and its healthcare providers to take full advantage of the
opportunities offered by funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
{ARRA), I have designated the New Mexico Health Information Collaborative as the
state’s health information exchange. New Mexico is a frontrunner in the use of health
information technology and I see the adoption of electronic medical records and health
information exchange as cornerstones in my vision of healthcare reform.

While we are still awaiting the guidelines for funding under ARRA, initial indications are
that participation in a health information exchange may be a key requirement for
providers who wish to receive stimulus funds through the Medicare or Medicaid
program. By making this designation, I am ensuring that all providers throughout the

state who meet the final federal requirements will have an opportunity to qualify for these
funds.

Additional funding will be available to support the exchange, and I anticipate this funding
will flow to the New Mexico Department of Health (DOH) for contract to the designated
health information exchange. Robert Mayer, the CIO of DOH and a member of your
board, along with Tom Bowles in my office will be your contacts to develop agreements
for receipt of these funds. By designating the New Mexico Health Information
Collaborative as the health information exchange at this point will provide the
opportunity and time for your staff and Mr. Mayer and Mr. Bowles to plan for the use of
these funds, along with the Medicaid program staff in the Human Services Department.
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